
2024-2025 FAFSA 



“

”

CONGRESS PASSES 
LEGISLATION TO  OVERHAUL 
THE FAFSA PROCESS 

CALLED FAFSA “SIMPLIFICATION “ (HAHAHAHAHAHA)     





1.   For this year only, FAFSA start up will be in December. 

-In 2025-26, start up date goes back to October 1st . 
-Email will go out when startup is ready – but only if you filed 
a 2023-2024 FAFSA – so won’t help seniors this year. 

2. A New Formula to determine Pell Grant eligibility.

-Determined by family size and AGI as compared to the 
poverty level for your state of residence. 

3. Several questions removed by Congress – any question that      
does not play a part of determining eligibility was removed. 

-49 Questions instead of 108 
-Selective Service question; Drug Conviction question; 
Housing Plan question. 



INCLUDES SOME NEW ITEMS ON THE FAFSA…
Added 3 questions: 

-Sex, Race, and Ethnicity 

-Has no bearing on eligibility 

-Will be used for statistical purposes by Dept of ED. 

-Schools will not be able to see the answers. 

5 SECTIONS: 

1. Personal Circumstances – 

Student information (Name, DOB, SSN, Email, and determination of who needs to include 
information on the FAFSA) 

Students enter personal information about parents so an invite can be sent – “The Contributors” 

2. Demographics – 

Gender, transgender, ethnicity, and race questions 

3. Financials 

4. Colleges 

5. Signature 





SAI – STUDENT AID INDEX
-REPLACES EFC

DDX – DIRECT DATA EXCHANGE 
-REPLACES DRT (DATA RETRIEVAL TRANSFER)

FTI – FEDERAL TAX INFORMATION 

CONTRIBUTOR – ANY PERSON OTHER THAN THE 
APPLICANT WHO MAY BE REQUIRED TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION ON THE FAFSA 



NEW TERM:   “StudentAid.gov Account” 

https://StudentAid.gov


WHO IS MY PARENT ON THE FAFSA? 
� Currently, the parent responsible for 

completing the FAFSA is the parent with 
whom the student lived the most during 
the 12 months ending on the date the 
FAFSA is filed. If the student lives equally 
with both parents, then it is based on 
whichever parent provides more financial 
support. If that doesn’t distinguish the 
parents, then it is the parent with the 
greater income. 

� Now, due to better alignment of the 
FAFSA with federal income tax returns, the 
parent responsible for completing the 
FAFSA will be the parent who provides 
more financial support to the student. 
After all, the FAFSA is a financial form, so it 
makes sense to follow the money. 

� The FAFSA will also now contain a “parent 
wizard” aimed at helping dependent 
students filing a FAFSA to identify who is 
the correct person they should be inviting 
to complete the parent/guardian 
financial section. The “wizard” consists of 
a series of questions with skip logic built in 
to quickly identify the student’s parent or 
guardian for FAFSA filing purposes. 



NO LONGER HAVE TO REPORT CHILD SUPPORT PAID.

FAMILY SIZE:

� New determination of family size:   it 
is equal to the number of tax 
exemptions and comes over as part 
of the DDX. 
� It can be changed, though, if that 

number is wrong. 

NUMBER IN COLLEGE:

� Although number in college is still a 
question on the FAFSA, it is no 
longer used in the calculation to 
determine eligibility. 



WHO IS A CONTRIBUTOR? 

Any individual required to provide 
signature and consent on the FAFSA 
form, including the student; the 
student’s spouse; a biological or 
adoptive parent; or the parent’s 
spouse (stepparent) 

**Contributors can only update or correct their 
sections of the FAFSA. 

The Applicant enters an email 
address for those who will be 
CONTRIBUTORS. 

The Contributor than goes to the 
email address and accepts the 
invitation to enter information on the 
FAFSA. 

THIS COULD CAUSE MAJOR DELAYS IF 
THE CONTRIBUTORS DO NOT ENTER 
DATA IN A TIMELY MANNER! 







APPLICANT AND CONTRIBUTORS MUST GIVE CONSENT TO THE  
USE OF FTI ON THE FAFSA

-Students no longer leave the FAFSA and go to the IRS and get their income tax information. 

-Consent is provided and the transfer happens behind the scenes. 

-Smoother, seamless process 

-Should see fewer issues of not being able to find the tax payer. 

-If the applicant or contributor enter income and tax data manually, the FAFSA will be        
REJECTED and the applicant shown as not eligible for federal aid until ALL contributors 
provide consent. 
-THERE IS NO MORE SELF-REPORTING OF ANY INCOME NOW! 
-Non-tax filers must also give consent.   



Applicants and 
ALL other 
contributors 
must consent to 
the use of their 
Federal Tax 
Information (FTI) 
on that FAFSA. The Applicant 

will not be 
eligible for 
federal student 
aid until all 
required 
contributors 
provide 
consent. 

Giving Consent 
to:
-retrieve and 
disclose FTI;
-check eligibility 
for federal student 
aid; and
-be eligible to 
receive an SAI.

Once all required 
data is provided 
and all sections 
have been 
signed, any 
contributor can 
submit the FAFSA!



Untaxed Income is mostly not reported 
now. 

Only the untaxed income shown on 
the tax return is included: 

-deductions and payments to Self-
employed SEP, SIMPLE, or KEOGH; tax 
exempt interest income; untaxed 
portions of pensions and IRAs, 
excluding all Rollovers; and Foreign 
Earned Income Exclusion. 



ASSETS:   A Few Changes 

1. Child Support received in the last 
complete calendar year is now an asset.  
Depending on when the FAFSA is 
completed will depend what year is 
reported. 

2. Net worth of business must now be 
reported regardless of number of 
employees. 

3. Net worth of farm now includes family 
farm, minus worth of primary residence. 

4. Education Savings Account is now 
reported under parent assets ONLY if it is 
designated for the applicant completing 
the FAFSA. 



PELL GRANT ELIGIBILITY:

-Now based on SAI (Student Aid Index) – calculated by information on FAFSA. 
-This is a number between -1500 and 9999999, with -1500 being eligible for the maximum 

amount of Pell. 
-3 Categories of a Pell Grant amount: 

1. Automatic maximum Pell Grant ( non-tax filers and if AGI + HH size is below 
poverty level chart for state of residence). 

2. SAI minus calculated Pell Grant – subtract SAI from max Pell and round to the 
nearest $5. 

3. Minimum Pell Grant amount. 

Pell max and min are determined by Congress.   We do not yet know these amounts for 2024-
2025. 



2024-2025 FAFSA PROTOTYPE
https://mkfkz9.axshare.com/?&p=fafsa_preview_landing&c=1&code=fcef31d78eb2e603867688036472e143&id=i42fu5 

https://mkfkz9.axshare.com/?&p=fafsa_preview_landing&c=1&code=fcef31d78eb2e603867688036472e143&id=i42fu5


NEW FAFSA TOOL:  FIN AID ESTIMATOR

https://www.Studentaid.gov 

-Enter basic information and get an estimate of 
Federal Financial Aid eligibility (Pell Grant, Federal 
Student Loans, and Federal Work-Study) 

-Should be live in the next week 

https://www.studentaid.gov/





